Empiric antibiotic therapy with an amikacin-carbenicillin-cefoxitin combination in granulocytopenic febrile patients--a clinical report.
The authors report 57 febrile episodes in 36 patients with leukemia and lymphoma. Patients with less than 1000 granulocytes and fever above 38.5 degrees C were included in this empirical antibacterial protocol (15 mg amikacin/kg/day/iv, 500 mg carbenicillin/kg/day/iv, 200 mg cefoxitin/kg/day/iv). The criteria for diagnosis of infection were those widely accepted [Schimpff et al. 1971]. Microbiologic documentation of infection was performed in 33.4% of febrile episodes. Antibacterial therapy induced an improvement in 75.1% of cases. Clinical response often occurred in the presence of profound granulocytopenia (in 72% of episodes). Therapy failure was higher in pneumonia (46%) and lower in fever of unknown origin (21%).